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Yasuni: Dances in the Rainforest 
 

Susan McDonald  Grades: PK-6 

ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 
Inspired by her travel through the Ecuadorian rainforest, the world’s most bio-diverse region, 
guitarist/composer Susan McDonald brings you her latest program Yasuni: Dances from the Rainforest. Part 
of her Animal Ballet series, audiences will be treated to a multi-sensory combination of live video and folk 
rhythms with themes taken from the sounds, and sights, of birds, insects, and amphibians. The music ranges 
from ethereal to boisterous and takes the listener into a rare and fragile world whose mysteries are hidden 
from modern civilization. 
 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills): 

 Music Language 
Arts 

Math Science Social 
Studies 

The Student Will: 
K K.1, K.2, K.3, K.4 K.1, K.11 K.1 K.9, K.10 K.10, K.11 * Demonstrate appropriate etiquette during live 

performances. 
*Practice listening and speaking skills. 
* Explore and define concepts across the curriculum.  
* Learn about animals and their habitats. 
*Investigate the importance of conservation.  
* Write original reports, stories, poems, and other forms.  
 

1 1.1, l1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 
1.5  

1.1, 1.11 1.1 1.9, 1.10 l.14 

2 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 
2.5 

2.1, 2.11 2.1 2.9, 2.10 2.12 

3 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 
3.5 

3.1, 3.11 3.1 3.9, 3.10 3.10, 3.11, 
3.12 

4 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.5 4.1, 4.11 4.1 4.9. 4/10 4.17 
5 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5 5.1, 5.11 5.1 5.9, 5.10 5.20, 5.21 
6 MS 1 ,2, 3, 4, 5 6.1, 6.10 6.2, 6.3 6.12 6.13, 6.14, 

6.15, 6.16, 
6.17 

 

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing 
Grade 4, 
Recording Category 1 
(10) Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--writing process. The 
student uses the writing process recursively to compose multiple texts that are legible and uses appropriate 
conventions. 
 
Science  
Reporting Category 4 
Grade 5 
Reporting Category 4: Organisms and Environments  
(5.9) The student knows that there are relationships, systems, and cycles within environments. 
(5.10) The student knows that organisms have structures and behaviors that help them survive within their 
environments. 
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Academic Vocabulary: 
Yasuni * An area of land in Ecuador comprised of Yasuni National Park, Waorani 

Ethnic Reserve, and an encompassing “Untouchable Zone,” designated to 
protect indigenous peoples and wildlife from environmental and cultural 
exploitation. Many indigenous tribes, and over 4,000 plant species and 173 
mammals call Yasuni home. 
 

Rainforest * A luxuriant, dense forest rich in biodiversity, found typically in tropical 
areas with consistently heavy rainfall. 
 

Eco-system * A biological community of interacting organisms and their physical 
environment. 
 

Habitat * The natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other organism. 
 

Birds *A warm-blooded egg-laying vertebrate distinguished by the possession of 
feathers, wings, and a beak and (typically) by being able to fly. 
 

Insects *A small arthropod animal that has six legs and generally one or two pairs 
of wings. 
 

Amphibians *A cold-blooded vertebrate animal of a class that comprises the frogs, 
toads, newts, and salamanders. They are distinguished by having an 
aquatic gill-breathing larval stage followed (typically) by a terrestrial lung-
breathing adult stage. 
 

 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• What do you know about the forest/rainforest? 
• What animals live there? 
• How is a rainforest different from where we live here? 

 
After the performance: 

• What did you learn from the presentation? 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part. 
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Language Arts:  
 

• Write a story, song, poem, rap, or chant about the rainforest or one of the animals 
that live there. 

• Read aloud or dramatize The Great Kapok Tree (El gran capoquero), a story about 
deforestation, by Lynne Cherry. 

• Generate a list of words that can be made from the letters in “conservation” and use 
them in a story or other form. Examples: can, cat, sat, sit, son, rats, ran, too, tear, 
etc. 
 

 
 

Math:  
 

• Find out math facts about the rainforest, such as rainfall, amount of freshwater number 
of species, number of square miles, rate of disappearance, temperature, etc. 

• Make up and solve math problems about the rainforest or conservation.  
 

 
 

Social Studies: 
 

• Find Ecuador and Yasuni National Forest on a map/globe. 
• Learn more about cultures that live in the rainforest. 
• Find out the economic importance of the rainforest. 

 
 
 

Science:  
 

• Explore the medical value of the plants in the rainforest.  
 

 
 

Resources: 
 
More about the rainforest: 
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http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/various-tropical-rainforest-
facts.php#:~:text=1%20Below%20are%2035%20facts%20on%20Tropical%20Rainforests.%5B
1%5D,rainforest%20is%20very%20rainy%20as%20its%20name%20implies.%5B3%5D 
 
(Song and cartoon:) 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Tropical+Rainforest+Song+for+Kids&&view=detail&
mid=680ACB784CB7E729CA11680ACB784CB7E729CA11&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%
2Fsearch%3Fq%3DTropical%2BRainforest%2BSong%2Bfor%2BKids%26FORM%3DVDMHRS 
 
Animals of the rainforest: 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Tropical+Rainforest+Animals+Sounds&ru=%2fvideo
s%2fsearch%3fq%3dTropical%2bRainforest%2bAnimals%2bSounds%26FORM%3dVDMHRS&v
iew=detail&mid=37917B0C52F84579EF9237917B0C52F84579EF92&rvsmid=834A397231735
E71403A834A397231735E71403A&FORM=VDQVAP 
 
Birds of the rainforest: 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=sounds+of+the+rainforest&&view=detail&mid=5DA
519B3D33AAFE084E45DA519B3D33AAFE084E4&&FORM=VDRVRV  
  

 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
Performer and composer Susan McDonald has delighted audiences the world over from community centers to 
Carnegie Hall. Her audiences have ranged from the elderly residents of a Viennese nursing home to the President 
of the United States. Her music has been enthusiastically received in concert halls, outdoor festivals, libraries, 
museums, universities, and hospitals. Her CDs The Cathedral and Comfort have been Grammy-nominated 
 
 


